
 

 

Matakohe-Limestone Island Ranger’s Report 
May 2022 

Kia ora ano! Here I find myself typing out another Ranger’s report when it feels like I have only just 
caught you up on last month’s news. The start of May blessed us with some beautifully settled weather 
and fantastic sunsets. Alas, the southerly winds have since made an appearance and, just like that, it 
feels like winter is upon us.  

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 

FOMLI committee members, Pam and Dwane, came across earlier in the month with representatives 
from the Onerahi Lions Club to look at options for building a new public composting toilet on the North 
side of the Island near the old Manager’s House. The project is looking promising, but requires further 
consultation with concerned parties before it can be given the final go ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dwane and Lions Club rep and Dwane. 
Where will we site this toilet??? 

Our regular volunteer day went ahead on 4 May with a small group of around 10. The team got stuck 
into prepping rabbits to use in our stoat traps, cutting back the bush line near the leaky dam as well as 
down the ski slope, clearing manuka scrub piles away from the oi burrows, clearing drains along the “all-
weather track” and replacing a whole lot of missing bait stations from around the Island’s coastline.  

A large group from “Fifties Forward” paid the Island a visit via the Waipapa (red ferry) on 6 May. I met 
them at the Visitors’ Shelter where I gave a brief talk about the Island and the restoration project. The 
group shared their lunch with me and sent me on my way with a box of chocolates! It was a beautiful, 
calm, sunny day, fabulous weather for a cruise around the harbour.  

Mara, one of our adopt-a-spot adoptees, came and spent a few hours pulling out moth plant at the SW 
end of the Island.  



Ex-Ranger, Emma Craig brought a group over from Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o te Rawhiti Roa last week 

to explore and learn about the Island. Emma knows the Island like the back of her hand, so apart from 

providing the transport and a brief health and safety chat, I was able to leave the group to their own 

devices for most of the day. 

Flora and Fauna 

I have spent a few nights out spotlighting for green geckos (Naultinus elegans) this last month. It seems 

like odd timing to me however, local lizard expert Ben Barr, tells me that April/May is prime time for 

green geckos as they are usually skulking around for a mate. Unfortunately, I haven’t had much luck so 

far with the greens, although I did spot and catch a small forest gecko near the entrance to the loop 

track! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Forest gecko found while spotlighting for greens 

Two of the five kiwi I am currently monitoring needed their transmitters changed recently. My confidence 

had been knocked after so many failed attempts at catching Sir Ed, so I was happy when I managed to 

locate and get hold of the two kiwi first time around. After being tracked and caught for more than 15 

years, Sir Ed appears to know every trick in the book to get out of being caught.  

Todd Hamilton needed to catch up with and change the transmitters on a few of the breeding dads he 

monitors at Rewarewa and asked if I would like to join him. It’s quite different tracking kiwi when they 

are not confined to an Island, as I found out. We caught up with and changed the transmitters on two 

birds, while the other two, frustratingly, managed to give us the slip. I really enjoyed seeing where the 

majority of our Matakohe chicks come from and meeting their dads.  

Unfortunately, we recently lost one of our volunteer lawnmowers (sheep), which I came across while 

doing a check of the toilets on the South side of the Island prior to the arrival of Emma’s group. The rest 

are getting a bit long in the tooth and it has been suggested we start to think about getting a few 

more…self-shedding ones would be good!  

Pest control 

I’ve recently completed our quarterly tracking tunnel survey using inked tracking cards with peanut butter 

as the lure. During my time on the Island, we have managed to keep the tracking index at 0% for 

rodents. Unfortunately, the results of our most recent survey show mice tracking at 4.2%. I think most 

people have noticed a spike in rodent numbers this Autumn, and we don’t appear to be any different. I 

will begin to fill the Island’s bait station grid this week, with the help of a few volunteers so, hopefully, 

this will go a long way to reducing the numbers and knock any rat incursions on the head before they 

can cause too much damage. 

 

 



I have nothing to report on the trapping front since my last report, although we have had another 

(possibly the same) stoat show up on a trail cam located at the back of the sand spit. Our trapper Paul 

is away in Europe for a few months, so I will be taking over the trapping until he returns. 

 

 

Other news 

FOMLI members and volunteers will be sad to hear of the passing of long-time volunteer, Keith Hansen. 

I didn’t have the pleasure of meeting Keith, although I believe he planted many trees on the Island over 

the years and enjoyed a spot of fishing when time permitted. Pam and Grant Stevens attended Keith’s 

service on behalf of FOMLI, which was held at the Kaipara Vintage Machinery Club on 19 May. 

Future events 

Our next volunteer day will be held on 1 June  

Cheers! 

Jo and Darin. 
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