
 

 

Matakohe-Limestone Island Ranger’s Report 
April 2022 

Tena Koutou, thank you for your patience with this month’s Ranger’s Report. Darin and I have spent a 

lovely 10 days away from the motu, made possible thanks to ex Ranger Bernie Buhler, who took annual 

leave to come and keep an eye on the Island for us. My last report seems like so long ago and I am 

struggling to remember all that has happened between then and now, but here goes.  

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 

A group of waka carvers from the Hihiaua Cultural Centre, led by Te Warihi Hetaraka, came to visit 

Matakohe on 21 March. We spent a lovely afternoon at the Visitors’ Shelter, sharing stories of Matakohe, 

both past and present. Some attendees had helped with the translocation and rearing of oi/grey-faced 

petrels from Taranga to Matakohe in 2010 and again in 2015, so it was nice to give them an update on 

how this project was tracking, along with the various other species that inhabit the Island.  

Ex Rangers Cathy and Pete Mitchell paid us a visit on 28 March to offer advice regarding how we could 

improve shore bird breeding habitat at the old sand barge, the sand spit, and at the Caspian tern colony 

on Knight Island. They also made a few suggestions for the oi/grey-faced petrel site. Most of the 

suggestions for shore birds revolved around opening sight lines by clearing away scrubby weeds at 

potential and historical breeding sites leading up to the breeding season. Knight Island has been taken 

over by kaikuyu in recent years, pushing the Caspian terns to the very edge of the shell bank, making 

them susceptible to washouts etc. Suggested improvements for the petrel site were to open a couple of 

holes in the edge of the canopy for departing birds to use as a launch pad, and to cut branches from a 

few selected trees to make them easier for birds to climb and take off from. 

After more than a month on the rocks, the Island’s most recent shipwreck, 

‘Crusader’, was salvaged by the NRC Maritime Team on 22 March. I had a 

front row seat and managed to capture some video footage of the process 

that I have posted on the Island’s Facebook page, for anyone who is 

interested.  

 

 

 

‘Getabouts’ Walking Group joined us on 10 April. After initially having to postpone due to bad weather, 

they struck a perfect Autumn Day and set about exploring the Island’s many walking tracks.  

Bernie “island-sat” for Darin and me from 15-25 April and had a number of visitors during this time, 

including committee members Dwane and Ange, and a few friends from up North. Bernie took it upon 

himself to “renovate” several oi burrows that needed attention, digging around some of them to allow 

better drainage, and building others up where water had started to erode them away and create holes. 



Volley Day went ahead on 6 April and we managed to dig 

out and replace the drain that runs from behind the 

Ranger’s cottage down past the Old Manager’s House, cut 

back and clear the all-weather track, clean out the 

guttering at the Visitors’ Shelter, service the generator, 

deal to some moth plant, and make a few more gecko 

ACO’s to be installed at the Forest gecko site to help with 

monitoring efforts next summer. 

 

 

Flora and Fauna 

Bernie came across a surprise visitor while working on 

burrow 49 at the petrel site - oi number E216596. After 

checking in with Cathy’s database, it turns out this is the 

first recorded returnee from the 2015 oi translocation! 

This bird was released into burrow 36 in 2015 and 

fledged on 5 January 2016. As Cathy said, it’s keen to be 

back only 7 years after fledging. A very exciting 

discovery, here’s hoping for a few more this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

I also had a surprise visitor while monitoring the oi 

burrows, a 1450g, stroppy, male kiwi, released by Darren 

in October 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I spent several hours over several weeks trying to get hold of Sir Ed, as his transmitter needed changing. 

I tracked him twice to a point where I could see him holed up in the base of an old puriri tree but couldn’t 

reach him. Otherwise, he seemed to stick to an area of tangled muehlenbeckia and buffalo grass, which 

was very hard to move through and a-buzz with wasps and bees – very tactful on Sir Ed’s behalf. I ended 

up leaving Bernie with the task and he managed to get it done in a day. Thanks Bernie, I’ll keep practising. 

  



Pest control 

In the last month we have caught 2 stoats and 2 rats on Knight Island, and 1 rat on Rabbit Island. We 

also caught the very first mouse on the main island during my time as Ranger. Alarmingly, our automatic 

lure/trail camera stationed near the leaky dam has captured footage of a rat (hopefully singular, but 

that’s probably wishful thinking) on three separate occasions, prompting me to install extra traps and fill 

bait stations around this area. Another island-wide mouse bust is on the cards, although an apparent 

toxin shortage has thrown a spanner in the works at this stage. 

The fight against moth plant continues, with more large vines found at the back of the sandspit and on 

the Southern side of the Ski Slope, and hundreds of pods removed. I came across three large tobacco 

trees forming part of the canopy at the back of the sandspit while removing pods that have now been 

drilled and killed. 

After my recent success with the spray tank, tackling blackberry around the pa and flax fields, I decided 

to have a go at taking the tractor around the coast at low tide to where there is a very large thicket of 

blackberry on the edge of the bush at the back of the sandspit. As there is no vehicle access to this part 

of the Island, I had been wondering how to go about treating such an overgrown area with only a 

knapsack. A combination of the long hose and powerful sprayer worked a treat, thanks to my sister’s 

partner Jez who accompanied me and controlled the tractor and spray tank while I was on the other end 

of the hose.  

Other news 

I gave my very first talk since becoming Ranger to a small group of around 10 people from ‘Birds 

Northland’ on 14 April. This was an interesting change of scene for me, and I really enjoyed getting to 

meet and make connections with some of our local birders, including a few people that have had quite a 

bit to do with Matakohe in the past, including helping with the very first kiwi and oi translocations. I 

assume public speaking may become a more regular occurrence now that Covid restrictions are beginning 

to lift. 

Future events 

Our next volunteer day will be held on 4 May  

 

Cheers! 

Jo and Darin. 
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