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Kia ora koutou! Wow, this year, like every other, just doesn’t seem to slow down. Out of curiosity, I 

looked back at the 2021 March report to see what the big news was this time last year - a Tsunami 

warning, as it turns out….really! That was a year ago.  

Darin and I, along with many locals, have been enjoying the calm autumnal weather of late. The harbour 
has been alive with fish and birds, with regular small workups appearing out the “front” of the motu. 
Despite settled weather and high tides at the start of the month, the owner of  ‘Crusader’, the 40 ft yacht 
that washed up on the Northern shore of the Island during cyclone Dovi, is nowhere to be seen, 
prompting fears that the Island may now be home to two Shipwreck Bay. 

We are sad to be saying farewell to Michelle Martin, a longstanding member of the FOMLI 
Committee. Michelle has been a real asset to the team, with her enthusiasm for the great outdoors, 
love of wildlife and her creative eye. She will be sorely missed. However, she will still be helping the 
Onerahi community trappers for the time being. All the best Michelle and thank you. We hope to 
see you around. 

 

Silvereye nectar feeding 
Photo courtesy of Michelle Martin 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 

Phoebe and Isabella, who are becoming regular fixtures in my monthly reports, came and spent another 

three days and two nights on the motu in mid-Feb, carrying on with the monitoring of both native and 

introduced lizard species.  

Whangarei Friendship group visited the Island towards the end of February. It was one of those days 

when one side of the Island was getting blasted, and the other was comparatively serene. The group 

had a pleasant time at the sheltered main beach, exploring the old Manager’s house and having a swim 

and/or paddle at high tide. Some visitors were part of the Lions group who planted trees at the Northern 

end of the Island a few years ago, and others who had helped with the initial oi/grey faced petrel 

translocations some time ago now. It was nice to chat with them briefly about their experiences. 



Mark Gash Island sat while Darin and I were away doing the Pinnacles walk in the Coromandel. Being 

the active relaxer he is, Mark got on with the few suggested jobs I had left him in case he got “bored”, 

which included chain sawing a couple of dead trees, and some live ones that had either fallen or grown 

so they were putting pressure on the fence near the Singlemen’s Quarters. He also did some additional 

clearing of the Hill Track and mowed our lawns. All jobs that needed doing. Thanks Mark! 

Volunteer Wednesday on 2 March saw a few new faces alongside the regulars. “The boys” set off to cut 

back the bush line, this time along the Northern Coastal Track, making tractor access much easier. Others 

carried on with the clearing of the oi/grey faced petrel site, cutting back the oleander and flax at the 

ruins which I thought had been done last time but evidently had not, and re-staining the two pou at the 

entrance to the Visitor’s Shelter. 

Brian has completed his tractor/slasher initiation, and Dave has now officially handed over the mowing 

reins. Brian has since been back to finish off mowing the ridge and mouse bust lines, with the only 

casualty being his yellow rain jacket, now in shreds. 

The Harbour Master came and picked me up last week on the way to check out the ‘Crusader’. It appears 

the owner has gone radio silent on them too and the plan is now for NRC to salvage the boat on the next 

big tide, before another storm rolls through and breaks the boat up completely.  

Flora and Fauna 

Since last month, and with the help of Phoebe and Isabella’s monitoring 

efforts, we have found a total of 5 Pacific gecko using the “new” artificial 

cover objects (ACO’s) that were installed at their release site in 

September last year. Two of these were adults, two appeared to be 

juveniles, and one was a neonate. We’ve also had relative success 

monitoring common gecko, observing three and managing to capture, 

process, and release two while spotlighting. Isabella trapped a further 

16 plague skinks over three days, and 11 on a separate visit later in the 

month. It’s mixed emotions when a plague skink shows up in one of the 

traps, initial celebration followed by the realisation that we would rather 

they were not here at all.  

Jo and Isabella with common gecko 

March marks the start of the prospecting period for oi/grey faced petrel as they return from fishing the 

continental shelf in search of potential burrows and mates on the mainland. There has been no sign of 

any return birds return so far, although it is still pretty early days if MLI’s historical data is anything to go 

by. I’ll keep you up-to-date with any comings and goings over the next few months. 

A few kiwi chicks have been showing up on the trail 
cams I have dotted around the place, which is nice to 
see after the Island’s recent stoat incursion. Darin has 
also run into a chick outside the old Manager’s house 
the last two mornings in a row while making his way 
down to the beach for his early morning commute.  

 

 

Kiwi found via Yagi the kiwi dog during last month’s survey 

 

 



Pest control 

I completed our annual Argentine ant survey on 23 February. None of the ants captured struck me as 

overly suspicious, however, I am planning on sending a couple of specimens over to NorthTec’s creepy 

crawly expert, Olly Ball, just to be sure.  

In the last month Paul has caught one mouse and one rat on Knight Island, and I cleared a rat from a 

stoat trap on the main island the week before last. This is the first rat we have caught on the Island in 

over a year and, as it wasn’t far from the most recent MLI shipwreck, we aren’t ruling out that that is 

where it came from.  

I spent the best part of a day in February prepping our stockpile of frozen rabbits, to be used as lure in 

the Island’s stoat traps. What a job! Thanks to all those who continue to collect and store rabbits for us 

throughout the year. 

Also, thanks to Dai from Tiakina Whangarei who recently donated two double set DOC 200’s to replace 

those stolen from our buffer zone at Onemama/Tapu point.  

As many of you know, the battle against weeds on MLI is never ending. After more than a year I pulled 

finger and decided to give the tractor spray tank a go when tackling some large patches of blackberry. 

What a game changer! I feel so silly for not using it earlier. I guess it’s just one of those things where, if 

you haven’t been shown and have never used one before, it’s easy to doubt your ability and discount it 

all together. RIP blackberry 

Other news 

I could hardly believe it when I got a second flat tyre on the Polaris in the space of a month. Both times 

happened to be when Phoebe and Isabella were here. Suspicious!   

Future events 

Our next volunteer day will be held on 6 April  

Cheers! 

Jo and Darin. 
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