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Kia ora, from the windswept but comparatively calm shores 

of Matakohe Limestone Island, after the passing of cyclone 

Dovi. Far out, I feel like we haven’t had a storm like that in 

quite some time. A walk around the motu yesterday saw 

only a few trees, including some bird nests, down with the 

worst of the casualties being the 40ft yacht washed up on 

the Northern side of the Island. I’m sure there will be a few 

more surprises as I work my way around, but for now, we 

have survived relatively unscathed. The upshot is that the 

wind has cleared off the stifling humidity, which had us 

believing we were living on an Island in Bali as opposed to 

the Whangarei harbour. 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 

With the help of NorthTec students Phoebe and Isabella, I have been able to make a start on the Island’s 

reptile monitoring. This monitoring has fallen through the cracks somewhat in the last five or so years, 

with several species overdue, and some, such as Suter’s skink that were released in 2014, having never 

officially been monitored. With the slowdown of group bookings during the summer holidays due to covid 

restrictions, now is as good a time as any to try and catch up on this important work. Skink monitoring 

takes a minimum of three days, and gecko monitoring requires a mixture of checking artificial cover 

objects (ACOs) during the day and spotlighting at night. Phoebe and Isabella came and stayed on the 

Island from 22-24 January, during which time we focussed on monitoring Moko skinks, Pacific gecko and 

Forest gecko as well as continuing with our plague skink monitoring.  
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Todd Hamilton, Lesley Bagent and her trained kiwi dog, Yagi, came and spent two days on the Island 

towards the end of January. Yagi helped us to sniff out and find several new kiwi which we have 

transmitted and I will continue to monitor for the next little while.  

Volley day went ahead on 2 February. The group focussed on cutting the bush line back on the south 

side of the Pa, to allow easier access for the tractor/slasher, clearing and weeding around the petrel 

burrows in anticipation of their return from March onward and, of course, the dreaded moth plant which 

is in flower at the moment. Ex Ranger Bernie also joined us and was keen to “do something on the 

tractor” which subsequently saw him grading the Hill Track, a job that desperately needed doing as the 

track had become rutted out after last winter’s rain.  

Marine North have also been over to change the steering cable on the Island barge, which gets done 

every two years, and give the new 15hp outboard its first service. They also straightened out a few dings 

in the barge prop after it took a knock when helping the SAR with a rescue mission in December. 

John Ward and friends came and spent Northland Anniversary weekend on the Island while we took 
some time away for Darin’s birthday. Alarmingly, John discovered the remains of a small fire inside the 
Singlemen’s Quarters. He also found part of a turtle shell washed up on the beach at Shipwreck Bay! 

Flora and Fauna 

Moko skink monitoring was a huge success, catching, marking, and releasing 46 individuals over three 
days, more than three times the number caught on any previous monitoring occasion. Isabella, who was 
here monitoring plague skinks at the same time, also caught two moko on the ridge close to the Badham 
seat, indicating their dispersal away from the original release site (between the two NE facing quarries) 
into adjacent areas. We were also happy to find a Pacific gecko sheltering in one of the new arboreal 
ACOs that were installed in September. Unfortunately, we did not find any forest gecko when checking 
the ACOs at their release site, and spotlighting proved unproductive for both species. Opportunistic 
sightings of Pacific and Forest gecko were made on several occasions throughout 2021, however, gecko  
are incredibly cryptic making them hard to monitor.  

This last week, Phoebe and I have been monitoring Suter’s skink, New Zealand’s only native egg-laying 

skink. It lives in the splash zone around rocky shores and will swim and dive while hunting for prey. Suteri 

are notoriously hard to monitor, which is why we were so heartened to catch and release TWO large 

individuals over three nights of trapping. I did have concerns for the persistence of this species on the 

Island, and was very happy to discover that they are still here. Surprisingly, we caught a further 3 moko 

skinks while monitoring Suteri, re-confirming that moko are doing very well on MLI, and have seemingly 

dispersed far and wide across the motu. Our traps also turned up 11 shore skinks (released in 2007), 

and many copper skinks which were the only native skink inhabiting the Island when restoration began. 

While I think of it, I would like to thank NorthTec for the use of their GeeMinnow fish traps, that we used 

to monitor the skinks with, and to Ben Barr, local lizard expert for responding to my many 

messages/photos when I was doubting my IDing skills!  
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Phoebe and Isabella will be back for a few days/nights this week to help me monitor common gecko, and 

do some additional spotlighting for Suteri, along with the other gecko species. I look forward to sharing 

how this goes with you in next month’s report. 

Darin and I briefly laid eyes on a wayward turtle that surfaced close by as we kayaked over to the 

mainland during Waitangi weekend. This was after John had found the shell at Shipwreck Bay, so we can 

confirm that it was not the same one.  

Pest control 

There has been no further sign of the stoat in our traps, on the trail cams, or by way of footprints around 

the sand spit since the first identified footage captured on the 9th of January. I must mention that the 

arrow pointing out the “stoat” in last month’s report must have jumped around during editing and ended 

up pointing at nothing in particular. So, if you were worried that your eyesight was failing you, rest 

assured that it was us and not you! 

The traps have remained reasonably quiet, with Paul catching three rats on Knight Island in the last 

month. 

Our community buffer zone trappers from Onerahi, and David Kay at Onemama and Tapu Point have 

recently shared their 2021 trapping data with me: 

Onerahi community trappers 2021 trapping records:  

Possums: 10, Rats: 169, Hedgehogs: 7, Mice: 38 

Onemama and Tapu Point 2021 trapping records: 

Possums: 18, Rats: 63, Stoats: 4, Weasels: 5, Feral cats: 7 

Other news 

The old Fyran and Yamaha motor has sold and been taken to its new home in Mangawhai.  

Darin recently replaced the wheel bearings on the beach trailer used to haul out and launch the Island 

new Island tinny, before the wheel fell off completely.   

The Polaris has a new tyre after getting a flat at a very inconvenient time towards the end of last month.  

Future events 

Our next volunteer day will be held on 2 March.  

Cheers! 

Jo and Darin. 
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