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Kia ora koutou! Here we are in 2022 and what a fun-filled and interesting month it has been. Thanks to 
our Island sitters; Dwane and Ange Kokich, the Candy whanau, John Ward, and the Gash whanau, Darin 
and I were able to spend a couple of weeks gallivanting around the north, only arriving back to the motu 
on 9 January. I note that some people are evidently “active relaxers” with several (very helpful) jobs 
having been completed upon our return. Thanks team.  

Earlier in December, Darin and I received a call from SAR during some horrendous weather, asking if we 
could assist with a rescue in the channel between the Island and the mainland. A boat had lost steering 
and the man on board (a live-aboard, who I knew as Marty) was injured. To cut a long and rather 
dramatic story short, Darin and I managed to get a line to Marty and tow him up past Kaiwaka Point, 
where it was decidedly more sheltered. I had seen Marty several times since and he had expressed his 
wish to ‘pay us back’. Well, as luck would have it, as Darin and I pulled into the Onerahi pontoon on 
Christmas Day to meet our first lot of Island sitters, Marty was there, and he had just landed a kingfish 
(I kid you not). After a quick trip to the shops to buy ice, Darin and I were heading north with a whole 
kingfish in tow, and feeling sufficiently ‘paid back’. Yum! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 

With the lead up to Christmas and Darin and I being away for half the month, the number of scheduled 
visitors to the Island has been limited. 

Parklands Playcentre paid us their annual visit for the 7th year running in early December. With a strong 
prevailing westerly, we made the decision to drop the group off on the south side of the Island where it 
would be more sheltered than their usual location of the old Manager’s house. We transported two barge 
loads of tots and parents to and from the motu, with the biggest drama of the day being the lifejackets, 
which nobody likes wearing, but it’s the rules. 



Unfortunately, the NRC environmental monitoring team Christmas do (which is also becoming a bit of a 
tradition), had to be cancelled due to rotten weather. 

And that is it – aside from the many freedom travellers that come and visit via kayak, jetski, and boat. 

Flora and Fauna 

I am happy to say that the Island’s resident petrel pair have fledged their fourth chick! Trail cam footage 
tells me that the chick made it first appearance outside the burrow on 22/12/21, from which point it 
continued to emerge most nights to flap and strengthen its wings, and shed its last bits of fluff. The chick 
appears to have left us for the open ocean on 02/01/22. Post fledging, oi (grey faced petrels) will spend 
as little as 4 and anywhere up to and above 8 years at sea, before returning to the mainland to prospect 
for mates and burrows.  

I picked up a kiwi chick from Todd on 22/12, which Darin and I released 
into a kiwi box on the south side of the loop track. Sadly, things did not go 
to plan and the chick was found by one of our Island sitters, washed up at 
Shipwreck Bay. It is not unusual for chicks to go wandering and find 
themselves caught out by elements etc. With no obvious trauma, we 
suspect the chick unfortunately drowned. Darin and I released another 
sprightly chick into a petrel burrow in the New Year, hopefully this one lives 
long enough to be transferred back to the mainland. Visit our Facebook 
page to see trail-cam footage of the chick emerging from its burrow for the 
first time. 

      Jo and new arrival 

There’s been no sign of the dotterel pair since our return to the Island, and I suspect that, after several 
failed nesting attempts, they may have given up. On the bright side, I have spotted some brand-new 
variable oystercatcher chicks being fiercely protected by their parents, so all is not lost. 

Sir Ed is still sitting tight on his nest at 85 days and counting. Which is both exciting and nerve-wracking 

with a stoat cruising the Island. Thank goodness the oi chick has fledged!! 

Pest control 

As mentioned in previous reports, I have stationed three trail cams around the Island with automatic lure 
dispensers as an additional way to monitor wildlife, including rat and stoat incursions. Unfortunately, on 
the morning we were due back from holiday, one of our cams snapped footage of a stoat on the Island. 
As you can imagine, I am now on high alert, and have done everything I can do at this stage, including 
recalibrating all the DOC200 traps on the main Island, using fresh rabbit as a lure, and setting up some 
extra fenn traps. Apart from that, Paul caught the first rat (during my time) on Rat Island, in another 
trap I had not so long moved. It turns out moving traps to boost catch numbers is kind of my thing!  

 



48 tracking cards were distributed into permanent tunnels between 11/01-15/01. The residual tracking 
index (RTI) for rodents came back as 0% after both one and four nights. Despite knowing there is a 
stoat on the Island, the cards did not show any sign of stoat prints. This reinforces the point that just 
because they aren’t there, it does not certainly mean that they are not there – the same applies for rats 
and mice. As always, we remain vigilant!  

Other news 

Darin has removed the signwriting from the old Fyran tinny, and listed it on Trade Me for anybody who 
is interested. It comes with a 15hp Yamaha which has been serviced annually and still runs like a dream, 
if you would like to check it out #3434273438. 

Future events 

Our next volunteer day will be held on 2 February. 

Unfortunately, due to the current climate, we have decided to postpone our annual February kiwi release 
until further notice. 

I look forward to bringing you all the news that 2022 has to offer as it unfolds. Here’s to a good year 
ahead. 

Cheers! 

  

Jo and Darin 
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