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Kia ora to our readers far and wide! I am always amused when I meet people for the first time and they 
tell me they read my monthly Ranger reports. It is great to know that we have so many interested and 
invested people in our direct community and beyond, despite my sometimes-questionable content. I 
received a call from a member of the public this morning to report that a dinghy with a dog in it was 
approaching the SW side of the Island, which I promptly investigated. As it happens, the dinghy did not 
land on Matakohe-Limestone Island. However, it is great to know that the messages I convey in my 
reports are getting through and that the Island really does have eyes on it from all directions.   
 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 
 
 
Geri, one of our practicum students, returned last week and we spent 
the day working on gecko houses to help with our monitoring efforts 
later in the year. Geri and Sam are due back again this week and I am 
hoping we can finish this job off and get them deployed. 
 

Geri pointing to one of new gecko homes 
 

  
 
It has been another slow month on the motu in terms of visitors due to Covid 19. We haven’t had any 
groups since Manaia View School came to visit on 22 June, and our last volley day was on 4 August.  

 
My family came to visit last Saturday, along with my youngest sister Lucy who has recently returned from 
the UK and had not yet been to the Island. It was great to finally have her over and show her around. 
 

Flora and Fauna 
 
I was beginning to get worried about our oi chick as its parents hadn’t returned for several nights. Cathy 
Mitchell put my mind at ease when she told me that petrel chicks can sometimes go 10 days between 
feeds, however, food is rich and nutrient dense when they do get it. On the other hand, they will 
sometimes get fed by both parents in the same night, to a point where they are too full to move. On last 
inspection it looked as though the parents had finally returned and the chick seemed to have almost 
doubled in size! 
 
Sir Ed is 62 days into incubation and appears to be doing well with low nightly activity rates, meaning he 
is prioritising keeping his egg warm over feeding. I will be monitoring him closely over the next couple 
of weeks and will hopefully be able to deliver some good news in next month’s Report.  
 



There haven’t been any chicks translocated from Purua/Rewarewa to the Island this season, however, 
we are expecting them to start hatching and making their way via Todd from Backyard Kiwi in the next 
couple of weeks.  
 
A number of variable oystercatchers have returned, partying (squawking) on the beach until the early 
hours of the morning most nights, and the Caspian terns are beginning to take up residence at their 
usual spot on Knight Island for the breeding season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Variable oystercatchers on the old wharf 

 
Love is in the air with many of the passerine birds on the Island preparing to nest. I have been noticing 
more and more grey warblers around and recently discovered a delicate nest hanging from the flimsy 
branches of a rimu sapling in the bush behind the pā. With warblers come the shining cuckoo at this time 
of year, of which I heard the first shrill, repetitive call a few weeks ago. 
 

   
     Flimsy grey warbler nest    Tui in kowhai 

       

Pest control 
 
I was itching to check the buffer traps once we were released from lockdown and made my way out in 
the boat on the first day the weather would allow. I was rewarded with one large, rather decayed stoat, 
caught on Knight Island in a trap that I had recently moved. In the last week we have caught one mouse, 
also on Knight Island. Over lockdown, I began calibrating and carrying out some general maintenance 
on the main Island traps. Paul is back in the mix as of this week and has been carrying on with this work, 
making sure our traps are primed and ready to go as we make our way into spring/summer. 



 
With a recent stint of good weather, I finally managed to put some tracking cards out over the Island. 
After one and four nights in the field 0% of the cards had been tracked by rodents. I have since removed 
the peanut butter and replaced it with small pieces of fresh rabbit which is the best lure for mustelids.  
 
I have also been using the fine weather to get some spraying done, following up on the patch of Mexican 
devil to the south of the pā as promised, and spraying around the trap boxes and bait stations along the 
ridgeline as well as the road leading up to the Ranger’s cabin. 
 

Other news 
 
We now have running water at the all-tide berth which will allow us to flush the outboard after use, 
hopefully prolonging its life. Thanks to our resident plumber, Darin, and those who spent time digging a 
trench to run the pipe at our last volley day.  
 

Future events 
 
Volunteer day on October 6th.  
 
Until next month, 
  
Cheers! 
  
Jo 
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