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Kia ora! Wow, as per usual, time is rocketing. It’s hard to believe that Darin and I have now been living 
on the Island for six months. Until recently we have been enjoying some fabulous weather with glassy 
days and pleasant temperatures, conducive to working outdoors. The Island has felt relatively quiet over 
the last month with only a couple of groups to speak of and far fewer self-propelled visitors compared 
with earlier in the year, allowing me to slow down and take stock. I’ve spent a few days catching up on 
general maintenance around the Island, including taking down a couple of trees that had fallen across 
tracks, greasing machinery (I have a new found appreciation for grease), cleaning toilets, and arranging 
for several different people to come and survey this and service that. Yes, my job is varied! The Island 
maybe quieter in terms of visitors but there is always something to get on with.  
 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 
 
Olly Ball, NorthTec tutor and NorthTec student Isabella 
came over for a recce on 28 April. Isabella will be looking 
into the current geographical distribution and 
abundance of plague skinks on the Island as part of her 
3rd year project. Isabella is reasonably familiar with the 
Island as she completed her practicum here with Darren 
in the second semester of last year, allowing her a 
certain amount of autonomy from the get-go. From what 
I have been told and read, the impacts of the plague 
skinks on other New Zealand native skinks are yet to be 
quantified, meaning that there is the potential for 
Isabella or at least subsequent students to collect some 
very interesting data on this subject.    Isabella and her lizard traps 
 
A group of international students and student ambassadors from several different Northland schools 
came to check out the Island and lend a hand on 29 April in association with Study Northland. The 
students were good sports, with most getting stuck into what they referred to as “extreme weeding”. 
Despite my forewarnings re appropriate attire, we ended up with a few people pulling weeds in dress 
shirts and fancy shoes while music played on a portable stereo, which was entertaining at the very least. 
After weeding the group made their way down to the sandspit and picked up litter as they walked around 
the coast to the ruins where I collected them from the floating pontoon. 
 
Otamatea High School’s media studies class came to film some apocalyptic scenes in amongst the ruins 
on 13 May. I am hoping to view some of their creations once they have finished editing. 
 
Ex Ranger Colin Bishop along with Pam and Grant Stevens, paid the Island a visit in the first week of 
May. Unfortunately, I was away for the weekend but popped in to say hi at Pam and Grant’s before Colin 
flew back down to the deep South. I believe Colin was the second only Ranger to take up residence on 
the Island, and so a LOT has changed since his time here, the most obvious thing being the vegetation!  
 



Volunteer Wednesday was on 5 May, and I was happy to let Pam do most of the organising for this. A 
huge team effort saw us clear willow weed out of the currently dry “leaky dam” in preparation for planting 
later in the year. After lunch we split into groups and continued with clearing moth plant from alongside 
the school track, cutting the plastic pipe donated by Rural Direct into lengths for replacing the bait 
stations, and repotting seedlings which had sprung up in the path of a proposed new track. 
 

A well-deserved break 

 

Flora and Fauna 
 
Oi oi, the oi are back! Our resident pair have returned to the Island for the 5th year in a row. There was 
a flurry of nightly activity recorded over a week and a half on the trail cams with the birds coming and 
going and appearing to collect leaves and pluck bits of grass to add to their burrow before up and leaving 
again. After taking a peek inside I could see the resemblance of modest, but newly improved nest. I have 
everything crossed, including my eyes, that the pair will be back again in late June/July to produce an 
egg and in turn, a chick!  
 

The “hopefully will be used” nest 

 
 
 
The kiwi have been out and calling most nights and there seems to be some sort of turf war going on in 
the area of the big oak tree/Manager’s house. Darin and I have been hearing some rather strange calls 
coming from that direction recently, causing us to mute the tele and prick our ears. May the best kiwi 
win! 
  



 

Pest control 
 
Another stoat! In addition to a Norway rat, the Island’s new trapper Paul and I were stoked to have also 
caught a stoat in one of our Knight Island traps. Paul is doing well so far and it won’t be too long before 
he is able to service the traps without my beady eyes looking over his shoulder. 

New trapper Paul 

Earlier in the month I spent a day out in the field with Todd Hamilton, helping him service his trap lines 
and getting a taste of monitoring kiwi on the mainland. My trapping experience before coming to the 
Island was limited, so I am always happy to receive help and advice from seasoned trappers. We had a 
fun day, the biggest difference being that there were dead things in the traps, lots of dead things…quite 
different to trapping on the Island!  
 
Bevan from NRC hosted a TrapNZ Workshop that Paul and I, together with our Onerahi community 
trappers, Michelle and Katrina attended on 18 May. The TrapNZ app is a great, free way to record and 
store your trap catches along with other data, either while you are in the field, or from home. I would 
recommend checking it out for those who are trapping and don’t have it already.  
 

Future events 
 

Volunteer day on 2 June, pickup at Onerahi jetty 0900. 
 
Until next month, 
 
 
Cheers! 
  
Jo 
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