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Despite another quiet month in the way of groups, the time has flown by resulting in me chasing my tail 
at times, hence the tardiness of this month's report. We were over the moon to receive a healthy dose 
of rain in the last week, filling our tanks and softening the soil up for those of us who enjoy snaffling soil-
dwelling invertebrates. Long may it last…  
 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 
 
A group of 19 rangatahi from the Whangarei Youth Space school holiday programme came to visit on 19 
February. As with most groups, only one or two people had visited the Island previously. I love helping 
people to experience something new in their backyard. First-time visits to the Island always bring such 
wonder and excitement, no matter the age, and this group was no exception. 
 
Ex-Ranger, Emma Craig finished up the Limestone Ranger’s School holiday programme on 29 January 
with a group of 10 children from Whangarei’s I Have a Dream Charitable Trust. The group, accompanied 
by their Kaiako enjoyed a day of swimming, playing ‘Ghosts in the Dungeon’, a game created by Emma’s 
boys Quincy and Charlie when they lived on the Island, visiting the pā and the cement works ruins, and 
watching me eat a dried cicada shell which was kind of like trying to chew and swallow an oversized 
popcorn husk. I don’t recommend it.  
 
Mark and Andrew (ex-Ranger Darren’s dad and brother) returned to the 
Island to finish off some jobs they didn’t get around to doing while Darren 
was still here. Between them, they felled the Macrocarpa tree near the 
water tanks which was becoming a hazard due to its position and unruly 
lean. They also strengthened the drain that runs under the school track by 
installing a concrete buttress at each end. These were big jobs that I 
wouldn’t have been able to complete on my own, so I was very grateful for 
their knowledge and continued support. Cheers guys, you’ve left your mark 
on the Island in more ways than one. (see photo). 
 
A group of 120 from Te Tai Tokerau Wānanga Reo came to visit on 20 February. Transportation of the 
group was split between the Waipapa (red ferry) and the Island Barge. The visitors were welcomed onto 
the Island with a powhiri at the Visitors' Shelter, before making their way up to the pā which provided a 
fantastic vantage point for identifying, learning about, and discussing different aspects of the surrounding 
area  
 
Georgie and her partner Sabino kindly agreed to Island-sit so that Darin and 
I could join in our annual Matai Bay whanau camping trip over Northland 
Anniversary weekend. We had a lovely time away, fishing in the Rangaunu 
Harbour, swimming, and snorkelling around Matai Bay – enjoying the ever-
increasing marine life as a result of the rahui put in place by tangatawhenua 
in 2017. 
  



NorthTec student Phoebe, who carried out her practicum on the Island in 2020 got in touch re 
volunteering opportunities over the summer and into the New Year. Despite working six days a week, 
she has been giving up her spare time to come and help me weekly. Isobella, who also completed her 
practicum on the Island, joined us last week, along with regular Wednesday volley Karen for some MORE 
moth plant control (‘tis the season).  
 
Volley day went ahead on 3 February, with a group of 18 joining me at the Onerahi jetty. Although we 
missed a few familiar faces, I was pleased to welcome five newbies, including Becky, who some of you 
may know from the Airports Apron Café. Now that the petrel chick has fledged, Becky, Brett, Joz, Brian 
and John set to work clearing weeds, debris and low hanging branches from tracks and around nesting 
boxes at the petrel site in preparation for when the birds return prospecting for mates/burrows in March. 
Georgie, Karen, Pam, Jane, Satchett, Phoebe, Ross, and I revisited G-line where we found plenty more 
moth plant to keep us busy, while Mike, Dwane, Steve, Vern and ex-Ranger Bernie got stuck into another 
round of rabbit prep to use as a lure in our stoat traps. It was a hot day and by lunchtime we were all 
zonked and so decided to call it. Bernie, who was in town visiting his folks for a few days, offered to 
come back to do some moth plant control on Motu Otaua (Rabbit Island) and returned the following 
Friday to do just that! For those who aren’t familiar with Rabbit Island, it is the small island shaped like 
a rabbit head/chainsaw that sits in the Island’s prevailing SW wind and is covered in moth plant. As moth 
plant seeds disperse via wind, controlling the population on Motu Otaua is a very worthwhile activity. 
Thanks so much for your continued support, Bernie! Warm dry weather has stunted the grass in the last 
few months, giving our dedicated mower extraordinaire, Dave, much of the summer off. However, with 
some decent rain last week the fire weather index remaining low, he is now back. In the time it has taken 
me to write this report he has mown half the grass, got a flat tyre on the tractor, taken it across to get 
fixed, come back, and is now continuing with the job. Dave is just one of the many legends that make 
up the Island's dedicated volunteer base. 
 
While checking the traps on the south side of the Island, I noticed sheep droppings and hoof prints 
outside the fenced area that runs around the perimeter of the cement works ruins and Visitor's Shelter. 
On closer inspection, I found all but one fat sheep had managed to escape under the fence. I took Darin 
back with me that same evening to see if we could round them up, at which point the sheep were found 
to have put themselves back in again, great! We walked the perimeter as the sun went down and made 
temporary fixes to the areas we could see had been used as escape routes, only to turn around and find 
five sheep watching us work from the wrong side of the fence…it was hilariously frustrating! From what 
I could see, almost every section of the fence needed re-tensioning, and there was no point putting the 
sheep back inside until it had been fixed properly. Without any previous fencing experience, an SOS call 
was lodged and John Ward accompanied by his friend, Rowland, came across on the following Tuesday. 
Together, we set to work fixing each section with the Hayes Strainer (what a tool!) and some other nifty 
contraptions which John assures me any “real” farmer would laugh at, none-the-less, they worked! An 
attempt to locate and round up the sheep at the end of the day was unfruitful. However, a visit by Darin 
and I later that evening found them grazing in the flax fields, at which point the two of us managed to 
herd them back into their paddock, where they have remained ever since. Phew! 
 

Flora and Fauna 
  
With the upcoming Kiwi release to Parua Bay and our initial 
catching mission being unsuccessful, Todd from Backyard 
Kiwi enlisted the help of his friend Lesley and her trained 
kiwi dog Yagi. I picked up Todd, Lesley, and Yagi at 7 am, 
and the four of us got straight to work covering every 
accessible inch of the Island. Yagi worked hard and we were 
able to locate and transmit three adult females, all in good 
to excellent condition and one adult male in good condition. 
Having the dog allowed us to locate kiwi that have been 
evading Todd and previous Rangers for 4, 5, and 9 years! 
The fourth bird did not have a transponder, meaning she 
had either dropped it or she was an Island-born runaway.  
 



Transponders (TP) are inserted into every chick before they are translocated from the mainland to the 
Island, or 10 days after their hatch date if they are Island-born. Each TP displays an identification code 
when scanned, allowing us to access an individual's data i.e., birth and translocation dates, genetics, etc. 
For this reason, we couldn’t tell how old the fourth bird was, but she certainly had impressively old-
looking feet! Another night-time mission by Todd saw us catch and transmit an additional 6-year-old 
female, also in good condition. With plenty of other large-looking birds giving us the runabout that night, 
we’ve started to wonder what has happened to all our would-be juveniles. For the record, our low night-
time catch rates have nothing to do with Todd and everything to do with his rookie assistant. 
 
I met Todd, his son Bill, and Ngaire from Kiwi Coast at dawn on the 
morning of the release and we wasted no time in locating our first 
transmitted bird who was found in the 6-pack Quarry, no more than 
50m from the boat. The second bird was in the buffalo grass on the 
north side of the pā – a should-be easy catch that kept all four of 
us bamboozled for about 40 minutes. The bird somehow managed 
to cross over the mown mouse-bust line and into the grass on the 
other, undetected! The third and fourth birds must have known we 
were coming and decided to hunker down in a large patch of 
blackberry adjacent to the sand spit. Ngaire caught the female on 
the outskirts of the bush, while Todd and Bill showed their tenacity 
for the job at hand, sacrificing life and limb to finally capture the 
male from the depths of what was the most challenging location of 
the day. The last bird was caught by Ngaire, with the help of Todd, 
in the Kikuyu grass on a reasonable cliff face leading up from spit. 
The unassuming locations we find some of these birds in always surprises me, a reminder to watch my 
step when clambering around the Island. Around 90 people came to bid the kiwi farewell and safe travels 
with a whakawātea conducted by Kaumātua Fred Tito outside the Onerahi Yacht club. The birds were 
then transported to the Parua Bay Community Centre where 250 locals came out in horrible weather to 
welcome the kiwi into their new area. Subsequent monitoring by Todd has all five birds within proximity 
of their release sites (a good thing) and doing well with high levels of activity each night.  
 

 
` 
 
Unfortunately, we have had two known chick fatalities since the New Year. One chick was found floating 
in the harbour by some locals fishing off nearby Wellington’s rock. Another was found by volunteers close 
to the track near Shipwreck Bay. Neither chick displayed any obvious signs of trauma and it is assumed 
their deaths were a result of misadventure and possible dehydration/starvation. Until recently, the Island 
has been very dry, and at this time of the year kiwi are mostly obtaining fluid via their food. We are 
hoping that recent rain, along with the repatriation of the five adult birds from the Island will have 
increased the resources available to our vulnerable kiwi chicks. There has also been talk of introducing 
some sort of supplementary water supply moving forward, lucky I know a plumber… 
  



  
I have just completed the Island's annual ant monitoring exercise to establish the presence/absence of 
Argentine ants. Argentine ants are prevalent in Onerahi, and so the risk of them being inadvertently 
transported to the Island is very real. As I am not overly familiar with the species distinguishing 
characteristics, aside from their size and colour, I have enlisted the help of my old NorthTec tutor and 
guru of all things creepy-crawly, Olly Ball. I plan to meet with him in the NorthTec lab next Monday to 
inspect my day's work under a microscope. 
 

Pest control 
 
After what seems like a long time without turning up anything in our traps, we have caught one stoat 
and two large rats on Knight Island in the last three weeks. Meanwhile, our Onerahi community trappers 
have noticed a distinct spike in the number of rats being caught on their side, with residents reporting 
increased rat sightings in the last few weeks. Thanks for all your hard work team, fingers crossed you 
are getting to them before they have a chance to get to us! 
  
We have now changed back to salted rabbit after trialling fresh rabbit in our stoat traps for the past six 
weeks. Unfortunately, the short lifespan of fresh meat during the hot summer was not sustainable. 
Another issue I didn’t anticipate was Vespula wasps eating the meat, sometimes to the point where only 
the bones were left! 
 
Over the next few weeks, I will be changing all the main and buffer Island snappy rat traps over to 
Hooded Victor Rat Traps. These are the best/strongest/most humane rat traps you can get, and were 
found to have a 100% successful catch rate in an urban trapping study carried out by Tiakina Whangarei.  
 
Along with the change of rat traps, another suggestion made by Bevan and Rolf (NRC Biosecurity) during 
last year's trapping audit was to install a cat trap near the Caspian Tern colony on Knight Island. NRC 
has kindly gifted FOMLI an SA2 which I finally installed last week. Now we wait… 
  

Future events 
  
We have another kiwi release scheduled for 10 April (rescheduled from 9 April as previously advised). 
This time the birds will be going to Tutukaka. A public whakawātea will be held outside the Onerahi Yacht 
Club. Details to come. 
  
Until next month, 
  
Cheers! 
  

Jo 
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