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Ho, ho, holy-heck, it’s December and the countdown to Christmas is on. The Island’s Pohutukawa are in 
bloom and looking particularly healthy this year, having put on a heap of new growth after such a wet 
spring. The Pohutukawa flowers were all but non-existent last summer, with high winds blowing them off 
before we had a chance to enjoy their cheer. So yes, between last month’s report and now, the weather 
has remained pretty settled, and it’s been sooooo nice! To celebrate making it to the end of 2021, and 
in no particular order, here are 12 highlights from the year that was: 
 

1. 2020 whanau Christmas on the Island 

2. Holding my first kiwi chick 

3. Catching my first stoat 

4. Stumbling across my first forest gecko in the bush 

5. Discovering the Hayes Strainer (lol) 

6. Banding the 2020 oi/GFP chick with Cathy Mitchell 

7. 2020 GFP chick successfully fledging 

8. Attending the National Kiwi Hui, including the fieldtrip to Moutohora Island 

9. My dad joining me at the Taheke kiwi release 

10. The arrival of the new Island tinny (thanks Darin, Pam, Kelsie, and John) 

11. Catching my first kiwi with the help of Darin 

12. Meeting and working alongside all the wonderful people in the Northland/Whangarei 

conservation community. 

 

Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 

Our final volley day for 2021 was held on 1 December, and it was a cracker. A few people kept themselves 

busy clearing the drains along the school track, while the rest of the group revisited the moth and Mex 

infestation site to the South of the pa where we spent the morning removing large areas of seedlings, 

and digging out blackberry that had begun to establish. As promised, a Christmas BBQ lunch was provided 

and went down a treat. Feeling rather full we took the barge around to the cement works ruins to round 

up the sheep, ready for the shearers who were due the following day. Surprisingly, we managed to get 

the sheep safely into their pen at the Singlemen’s Quarters no sweat, a great way to end the day, and 

year!  

Onerahi Primary year 5 students came to say ‘hi’ and explore the Island this 

month, which included a bonus encounter with the Island’s shearers, Ken, Tim, 

John, and Rowland. The kids were stoked to be given a handful of real wool to 

take home as a souvenir, and were genuinely interested in watching the ‘boys’ 

work. The Island’s volunteer lawn mowers bounced out of the pen like new 

spring lambs at the end of it all, and now appear to be much happier in their 

‘work’. Thank you to the shearing team for another job well done. 

 

 



Kamo Cubs visited the Island one calm evening, being picked up from Onerahi at 5:45 and dropped back 

as the sun was going down at around 8pm.  

The Island’s namesake, Matakohe Architecture and Urbanism employees spent a few hours on the motu 

with kaumatua Fred Tito as part of their end of year Christmas do. The company’s founder, Jade Kake, 

drew inspiration for the firm’s name when visiting the motu a few years ago.  

Horahora Primary paid the Island their bi-annual visit this month, helping me with some thistle grubbing 

around the ruins. We went and had a look at their original adopt-a-spot site and admired the growth of 

the trees they had planted there some years ago now. A few of the adults who had helped plant the 

original trees were astounded at how much the area had grown and changed to date.  

Our most recent adopt-a-spotter, Mara, came over for a few hours with Dwane to do some weed busting 

at the southern end of the Island.  

My mum and partner/regular volley Philip came and Island sat so Darin and I could take the weekend to 

get a few things done up North. I thought I left the cottage reasonably clean, but it was noticeably 

cleaner on our return – the best kind of house guests!  

Sadly, after 7 years, and many, many hours spent going up and down the mouse bust lines, Dave Webster 

is hanging up the keys to the Kabota. Dave has done an excellent job of keeping the grass along the 

mouse bust lines, ridge, and at the pa looking tidy during this time. It is a huge commitment for one 

person, taking between 5-6 hours once every two or so weeks when the grass is in full “grow mode”. On 

behalf of FOMLI, thank you for everything Dave, I am going to miss your visits - a lot! Don’t be a stranger. 

If anybody feels they are up to the challenge, I am looking to put together a mowing roster of a few 

people, including myself, so the onus doesn’t fall on just one person. Dave has kindly offered to come 

back for some tutelage in the New Year. 

On that note, I would like to acknowledge all the volunteers who have given their time and energy to the 

Island this past year, from those who have attended our monthly volunteer days, to our FOMLI committee 

members, ex members who keep a little toe in the door with certain projects, our kaumatua Fred Tito, 

our community trappers at Onerahi, Onemama Point, and Hewlett Point, our adopt-a-spotters, and those 

who arrange to come over sporadically and lend a hand when they can. Thank you all so much for your 

support, encouragement, and all your mahi. What a legacy you have helped to create.  

Flora and Fauna 

I can confirm that the Island’s resident dotterels are nesting, or at least were nesting on the old sand 

barge. Since tidying this area, the pair have returned and made two attempts at nesting so far. 

Unfortunately, both times have failed due to what I can only assume is predation. Several variable 

oystercatcher pairs have also had failed nesting attempts in the same area. My suspicions remain with 

the black back gulls and hawks that frequent the area, however, if the dotterels decide to try again, I 

will set up a camera to make sure it is not something more sinister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Camouflaged dotterel on nest at the sand barge 



Cathy Mitchell came to band the oi/grey faced petrel chick on 
8 December. The chick appears to be doing well and is starting 
to develop feathers in place of fluff on its wing tips and tail. All 
going well, we are expecting that the chick will fledge around 
the same time as last year’s one, in early January.  

 

 

 

As it turns out, I was being a bit of a catastrophist with my recent assessment of the Knight Island 

Caspian tern colony in my November report. Puns aside, I am happy to say that the birds have since 

“re-terned”, and many are sitting on nests. 

With encouragement from Fred Tito, I went and had a dig around on the sandspit at low tide to see what 

I could find, as I had observed the prints of what I thought were possibly wedge shells. Sure enough, I 

found several live wedge shells (Macomona Liliana), a type of bivalve. Here’s some interesting info I 

found about the species on the Waikato Regional Council website: “Wedge shells can tolerate mud 

content up to 75%, with an optimum range of 0-30%. Therefore, it prefers sandy habitats with some 

mud. They are also sensitive to copper contamination. Where sediment mud content increases (exceeding 

its optimum range) and/or sediments become polluted (particularly with copper), the abundance 

of Macomona liliana is likely to decline. This makes Macomona Liliana a good indicator species with which 

to assess changes to the input of sediment and pollutants into our estuaries”. Given their observed 

abundance on the sandspit, I imagine their presence is a good sign for improving harbour health.  

Continuing along the lines of harbour health, I have now found three decent sized patches of seagrass 

establishing at Shipwreck Bay! 

Pest control 

Another stoat, this time caught by me on Knight Island in the same trap that was moved a few months 

back. We also caught our first ever (during my time here) rat on Motu o Toa/Rabbit Island in a DOC 200 

that had recently been moved.  

In the last year (December – December) we have caught 6 stoats, 16 rats, and 2 mice, all in the Island’s 

buffer zone. We have caught 1 rat on the sand spit of the main island, and that’s it! Our residual tracking 

index for rodents has remained at 0%, although I have only deployed cards twice, once in April, and 

again in September, when it really should be getting done quarterly. I will be trying to get tracking cards 

out on a more regular basis from now on. NorthTec student, Johnny Beach, has recently been helping 

me with another Island-wide mouse bust, after which I will be laying fresh cards and assessing their 

status.  

I have learned a hang of a lot about trapping in the past year, and I am proud of the improvement that 

Hayley, and now Paul, and I have managed to achieve. NRC conducted a trap audit in December 2020 

and since then we have made a consistent effort to keep on top of trap servicing and maintenance, 

keeping boxes free of debris, clearing surrounding vegetation and calibrating traps on a six-monthly 

basis. We have replaced a number of old, worn out DOC200’s and rat traps that were no longer fit for 

purpose, and have moved several trap boxes to better suited locations. We have continually kept bait 

stations around the Island’s periphery, and along the ridge filled with fresh cereal baits which we change 

every six months to prevent bait shyness. I am currently embarking on my third Island wide mouse bust 

where I have previously re-flagged all the lines making stations much easier to locate, meaning that 

Johnny and I could all but finish the South side of the Island in less than two days! I realise that trapping 

can be boom and bust, but I like to think the low catch and tracking numbers on the main Island reflect 

our hard work in this area. In saying that, I would like to acknowledge my trapping sensei, Todd Hamilton, 

who has put a lot of time into training me and answering all my questions!  



Moth plant is back in flower and I have been focussing on locating and dealing to mature vines before 

they can form pods and drop seeds. I have also been revisiting old infestation sites which I marked on 

my GPS last summer to remove any new growth. Chinese privet is also in flower, and I have dealt to 

several large TREES I came across while mouse-busting in June. I have also been drilling and killing the 

Chinese privet and cotoneaster (that I can reach) growing up the bank from the flax fields, as well as 

treating plants I come across on my mouse bust travels. 

Other news 

The new Frewza tinny has landed on the Island. She’s a smart, 

solid little beast that will certainly stand up to the test of time. 

Freddy Tito came and blessed the boat for us before we took it 

on its maiden voyage. Darin has spent some time modifying the 

old island beach trailer, which now fits like a glove, making my 

life a lot easier when launching and hauling on my own. 

 

 

 

         Freddy, Darin and tinny 

Future events 

Please note - there will be no volunteer day in January. The next volley day will be on 2 February.  

 

 

Darin and I  wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and a safe and happy 2022 

 

Jo 
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