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Tena koutou, I hope this report finds you all well, wherever you are in this fabulous country of ours. It 

has been a funny couple of months on the Island for a range of reasons, the most obvious one being 

Covid. Usually, at this time of year the number of school group enquiries and group bookings would be 

starting to increase, and I would be prepping myself for a busy summer ahead. Alas, with Northland and 

the rest of the country going in and out of different alert levels, there appears to be reduced motivation 

for advanced planning. I assume it is for this reason that my current calendar is still looking pretty empty. 

The silver lining of it all is that I have more time to spend working on some behind-the-scenes projects 

– as long as I can keep my motivation in check. 

 

 
Silvereye with flax pollen on its head 
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Visitors, volunteers, and other comings and goings 
 
There has been a smattering of visitors to the motu over the last couple of weeks. Individuals and families 

arriving under their own steam via boat and often kayak. Unfortunately, one family group decided to 

bring their dog on to the Island for a picnic, setting up right in front of the NO DOGS sign. Upon approach 

I was told 'this dog would probably see a kiwi and run the other way’. I am sure all our readers know 

that dogs are the biggest cause of adult kiwi deaths in Northland and that ANY dog can and will kill a 

kiwi if it is not kept under control. On that note, Lesley Baigent is running a free 2hr 'Know your Dog' 

workshop on behalf of Kiwi Coast, December 12th. To register, email Lesley@kiwicoast.org.nz. 



We did manage to get a couple of groups over before moving into alert level 3. A small number of 

NorthTech students came to help Isabella with her plague skink project on 29 September, as part of their 

third-year Biosecurity paper. Dwane Kokich also accompanied a family group who are keen to adopt a 

spot on the Island. Adopt-a-spot is a scheme where members of the public can choose an area on the 

Island that they will monitor and keep clear of weeds. 

I also managed to squeeze in the mechanics from Piako Tractors and Rouse Motorcycles to service the 

Kubota tractor and the Polaris.  

Volley day also went ahead on 6 October. Most of the group spent a good part of the day finishing up 

what we started in August - cutting and clearing the old rolled-up fences out of the grass. Dwane had 

cleared his freezer of rabbits so a few of us, including practicum students Sam and Geri and trapper Paul, 

got stuck into prepping these to be used as a lure in the Island’s stoat traps – not for the faint-hearted. 

After lunch, we set to, clearing away some of the excess debris around the old barge area in hope that 

it will encourage dotterels to take up residence/nest there again. As a side note, I heard and then saw a 

dotterel pair on the old barge about a week after we did this work, however, I haven't seen them again 

since. Hopefully, they decide it's a good place to come back and raise some mini dots. 

Around this time of year, we award the MLI ‘Volunteer of the Year’ award to 

one of our fantastic volunteers. FOMLI has an incredible group of dedicated 

volunteers, many of whom have been coming to the Island for a very long 

time, dedicating countless hours to the cause. This year the award was given 

to Alan Jones who has been volunteering on MLI for around 10 years. It is a 

rare thing for Alan to miss a Wednesday Volunteer Day, and if he does, it’s 

for a pretty good reason. Alan is always good humoured and is usually off 

getting stuck into a task before I’ve had time to put my boots on. He often 

has a kind word to say behind the scenes and is a genuinely lovely person to 

be around. Thanks for all your hard mahi and support both during, and well 

before my time as Ranger, Alan.  

Sam, one of our NorthTec Practicum students, came and spent a few days/nights on the motu during 

her mid-semester break. She needed to make up a few hours to fill her course requirements after the 

last lockdown put a dampener on things. It was a good chance to get that done while experiencing a bit 

more of what Island life has to offer. 

 

Flora and Fauna 
 
Excitingly, I am now a Grandma after Sir Ed successfully hatched at least one 
chick on 2 October. He has since chucked in the towel on dad duties and 
appears to be back living his best life adjacent to the sandspit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a slow start to the season, we have had three kiwi chicks arrive on the Island via Todd from 
Backyard Kiwi. It had been a while since I'd handled a kiwi chick and I'd forgotten how small and cute, 
but also how vulnerable they are. Sadly, one of the chicks destined for the Island was nobbled by a stoat 
before Todd could get to it, a harsh reality for 95% of kiwi chicks born on the mainland. 
 
I have recently noticed, what I can only assume is seagrass, growing around the low tide mark at the 
small beach next to the all-tide birth – a sure sign that the health of the harbour is continuing to improve.  
 



The whau are coming into flower and looking gorgeous, and the mountain flax have been providing the 
wax-eye/tauhou and tui with plenty of nectar. It’s nice to have the comical tui back after a short interlude 
between kowhai and flax nectaries. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pest Control 
 
It has been very slow on the trapping front, with no catches aside from the odd myna, since my last 
update. 
 
The tracking cards showed no sign of mustelids after leaving them lured with fresh rabbit for a few days. 
 
I spent a fine, calm day last week making my way up and down the north face mouse bust lines, spraying 
out the bait station areas. I was quite proud of myself for getting it all done in one day, however, I was 
moving slowly for a few days afterward. Going up and down the lines is a good way to keep an eye on 
weeds that are continually cropping up, and I managed to spray quite a bit of pampas while I was at it. 
From a distance, I thought I had spotted the bright yellow flowers of a kumarahou bush, only to find on 
closer inspection that it was a decent-sized patch of flowering gorse - RIP. 
 

Other news 
 
After a cost/benefit analysis of the old Fyran tinny, which was found to have approximately 15 leaks, the 
committee decided the best course of action was to purchase a new Island runabout. Darin and several 
other committee members have put a lot of time and effort into applying for grants and organising the 
finer details of this project. We were excited to find out that the boat will be ready for delivery in the 
next two weeks. Bring on summer! 
 

Future events 
 

Volunteer day on November 3rd.  

Cheers! 
  
Jo 
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