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Spring is finally upon us and, as per usual during the spring months on the island, the kowhai has 
begun to show its bright yellow flowers and the karo’s little red flowers are beginning to appear which, 
in turn, has brought over a plethora of tui who have been going crazy flying from tree to tree for the 
nectar. During some of the warm, sunny days there have been over 15 birds calling away in bushy 
areas such as around the ski slope 

.   

Also, with the beginning of spring, a new Ranger has been selected to take over after I finish later 
this year. Joanne Skyme will take over the role and live on the island with her partner Darin. She 
recently completed her Degree in Conservation and Environmental Management and has 
experience working with the Department of Conservation and the Northland Regional Council. Over 
the next couple of months, I will be training her to take over the responsibilities of the island.  

Visitors and Volunteers 

- The regular volunteers were over earlier this week to carry out conservation work on the 

island. The day started off with the group splitting into pairs to refill the bait stations on the 

North side of the island. Most of the bait had been taken up quickly by mice since the last 

mouse bust back in June so another round of baiting should, hopefully, knock their numbers 

back. After lunch we all got to work transplanting juvenile trees in the slips on the South side 

of the island caused by the flooding a couple of months ago. As the planting was being 

undertaken the wind and rain began to develop so the volunteers reluctantly finished the work 

a little earlier than usual and returned to the mainland before getting a soaking.  

  

  



 
- A group from the enviro kids programme at Parua Bay School came over in late August to 

help control some brush wattle seedlings that were beginning to pop up in the bush patches 

East of the Manager’s house. After a great effort, searching and removing a number of 

seedlings under the native scrubland, the group had the chance to explore the Manager’s 

house before helping to carry some trees/branches that had washed up into the berth for the 

barge.  

 
- A large group from the 2nd Girls Brigade came over to the island on a sunny Saturday 

afternoon in September. I gave them a talk about the history and conservation efforts that 

have been occurring on the island and they then, very helpfully, undertook a beach clean-up 

on the North-East beach of the island where they found lots of plastic rubbish that had 

washed up due to the heavy rain during the past few days. The group then proceeded to 

explore the island taking particular interest in the cement works ruins.  

 

- Pam and Grant Stevens and their son Ari paddled over to the island to look at the site for 

building the proposed bird hide near the leaky dam. Due to logistical issues of building the 

bird hide in the sandspit it had been decided by the Committee to build it looking over the 

leaky dam while looking at planting up around the dam in the near future. 

 
- Isabella and Phoebe have been busy undertaking all sorts of 

work on the island including rebaiting some of the bait stations, 

clearing pest plants such as cotoneaster and blackberry and 

have been doing a great job keeping the beach around the island 

waste free.  

 
- Jo, the new Ranger has spent a couple of days over on the island to get an idea of how things 

are run here and was joined by John Ward who gave her a little bit of training on operating 

the Petrel Tua Toru which she quickly got the hang of. 

Kiwi 

- Sir Ed is now officially nesting after a bit of uncertainty last month as to whether he was 

beginning to start nesting. He is now staying in a single roost/nest and has begun to reduce 

his nightly activity to 4.5 hours every night, meaning he is being a responsible dad and making 

sure his egg stays warm. 

Flora and Fauna 

- The petrel chick has finally hatched from its egg. This is the third chick to be born on the 

island. The parents now have the crucial job of finding enough food, not only for themselves 

but also for the chick. Both the parents fly back to the burrow every couple of days to feed 

and check up on their chick.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



- The trapping catch rate continues to be slow with our trapper, Hayley, finding a few rats and 

mice caught in the traps on the buffer zone.  

 
- I’ve been keeping busy controlling some of the moth plant 

infestation that has spread in the bush on the South side of the 

island. Unfortunately, the vines growing there had dropped a few of 

their pods, meaning that more follow up work will be required over 

the next few months.  

 

- While controlling the mothplant I also dealt to the blackberry vines 

that have started to pop up around the place with plans to cut and 

paste and spray the infestations over at the flax fields and in bush 

patches around the ruins.  

Other News 

- I spent some time fixing up and replacing a couple of the DOC200 traps and boxes on the 

buffer zone as the weather and sea salt had caused a bit of corrosion to the traps which 

prevented them from operating properly.  

 
- After a couple of incidents with people slipping on the wooden boardwalks on the gangway 

a plastic mesh was installed on to any areas of the gangway that had exposed planks.  This 

should prevent any more accidents. 

 
- The tractor had its yearly service at the start of September from the crew at Bryant tractors. 

It was fine for the most part, apart from the odd spot of rust in certain areas. There was also 

a transmission fluid leak occurring on the front wheel axis, which will need to be taken off and 

looked at back at the Bryant Tractors’ workshop.  

 
- With the lack of wind over the past couple of weeks I made sure to get some spraying done 

around on the walking tracks which had become a little bit slippery due to moss. Some of the 

overgrown buffalo grass near the leaky dam was sprayed to prepare it for planting which may 

occur over the next few months.  

Upcoming Events 

- Volunteer Wednesday day will be on 7 October. We’ll be meeting at the Onerahi jetty at 9am 

and returning by 2pm. Make sure to bring food and water.  

All the best  

Darren 
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