
 

 

Matakohe-Limestone Island Ranger's Report August 2020 

 

What a month it has been. As everywhere else in the Northland region, Limestone Island was not 
spared the effects of the “once in a 500-year” flood event. A few slips occurred around the island 
but a lot of waste washed up on to the shore, ranging from small plastic lollipop sticks and straws 
to bicycle wheels, car tyres and 100 litre drums with everything else in between. Fortunately, none 
of the wildlife on the island, including the sheep, were badly affected by the weather and the petrel 
station was still well intact with the oi/grey faced petrel sitting on the egg.  

Below is all the latest news from the island. 

Visitors and Volunteers 

• The wonderful volunteers were over again at the start of the month. The team arrived on the 
island on a very calm, very foggy day and set off, starting with fixing up the Southern shore 
track which had been damaged by a nearby landslide. After flattening the track and filling in the 
gaps the team carried on to the all-weather track and filled in the staircases with gravel and 
shells which had been washed away by the rain. After lunch we undertook a large clean-up on 
the beach and filled in some of the slips that had occurred.  

 

 

                       Shell bank washed away       Volunteers working on the all-weather track 

 

• Two students from the NorthTec Conservation and Environmental course, Isabella and Phoebe, 
have started doing their practicum on the island, coming over once a week to undertake 
volunteer work. So far, they have been helping with beach clean-ups, monitoring the grey-faced 
petrel burrows, pest plant control and pest animal monitoring. 

  



• Freddy Tito came over to the island earlier this month to 
perform a burial ceremony for Glen, the kiwi who died earlier 
this year. Glen was one of the first kiwi to come over to the 
island, along with Helga. For roughly twenty years Glen held 
his territory over in the cement works ruins and helped raise 
many chicks which were relocated to boost the populations 
of kiwi in reserves in the Whangarei District. 

Flora and Fauna 

• The kowhai is back in flower at the moment and this has attracted the tui over to the island. 

Hopefully we will see numbers of tui similar to last year with dozens perching on the same kowhai 

trees. Also, in flower is the native clematis vine which is very prominent in certain areas on the 

island.  

 

• Resident kiwi, Sir Ed has started to reduce his nightly foraging activities which, hopefully, means 

he is ready to start sitting on an egg. He was a little late to start nesting this year which was 

likely due to the unseasonal weather.  

 

• Since the petrel caller was fixed up last month it has been playing its recording every second 

night like a charm and has even been managing to hold its charge during overcast days. As a 

result, the programming has been changed to add more days for the caller to go off.  

 

• An infestation of mothplant vines is occurring in between bait-station lines Gs and GGs. Many 

mature vines are growing along the trees and are producing pods while lots of juvenile plants 

are beginning to cover the forest floor.  

Trapping 

• A stoat was caught in one of the traps on the island by the cement works ruins and shortly 

before that one was caught in one of the traps on Knight Island. The odd rat and a few mice 

have also been caught in the offshore island traps.  

Other Events 

• As I mentioned at the beginning of this report, the flooding back in late July caused a lot of 

damage around the island including on the walking tracks. The damage on the Southern shore 

track and parts of the all-weather track were repaired by the volunteers. The banks holding the 

boardwalk on the Northern inland track have begun to scour away causing the boardwalk to 

become very unstable. A post has been inserted underneath it to keep it up but the track has 

been closed off until we can extend the boardwalk to make it stable again.  

 

 

                             Scoured bank near boardwalk             Replacing boardwalk 

 



• Some of the wooden planks on the boardwalks along the Southern shore track have been 

replaced as they had started to become rotten/broken. 

 

• Unfortunately, the lockup near the cement works ruins was broken in to. Whoever was 

responsible broke the padlock off the pad bolt but must have been sorely disappointed to find 

there was nothing of value to take in there.  Fortunately for us, everything appears to have 

remained in place.  

 

• Along with the rubbish and debris that washed up during the 

storm, a relatively new and intact wooden bench suddenly 

appeared on the beach. We made enquiries of the Whangarei 

District Council and discovered that it was built by KPMG New 

Zealand graduates for the Whangarei Intermediate School, and 

had likely washed down the Waiarohia Stream during the 

storm, then entered the harbour by the Town Basin and from 

there was carried by the tide to the South Western end of the 

island. We are currently in the process of returning the bench 

to the Whangarei Intermediate School.  

Upcoming Events 

• The next volunteer Wednesday will be on 2 September, meeting at the Onerahi jetty at 9am 
and returning by 2pm. 
 

• For further news, photos and information visit our Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/MatakoheLimestoneIsland/ 

 

All the best 

Darren 
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