
 

 

Matakohe-Limestone Island Ranger’s Report October 2020 

Only a few more months left to go for 2020 as we enter October. What a year it has been - started 
off with the drought in summer which led to a huge risk for the native birdlife on the island, then 
the sky turned bright orange caused by the wildfires over in Australia and then the inevitable 
lockdown of the country when work ceased for most of us, including on the island, for a couple of 
months. Let’s hope the worst is now behind us and look forward to the warmer weather, more native 
trees such as the Pohutukawa beginning to flower and events such as the translocations of kiwi from 
the island which will be beginning soon.  

Visitors, Volunteers and Others  

- The volunteer Wednesday was held on a nice sunny day. Many of the regular volunteers 

were kept busy pulling out the watsonia that had begun to grow in the buffalo grass by the 

coast on the North face of the island and afterwards removing a patch of Montbretia that 

had begun to grow underneath the coastal scrub near the leaky dam. After enjoying some 

delicious cakes for lunch, the team hacked away at some thistles that had begun to take over 

the track on the ridge leading to the North East quarry.  

 

 

Keen volunteers on a great day 

 
- Phoebe and Isabella have been very helpful with their volunteer work on the island. Over the 

past couple of weeks, they have been busy clearing patches of periwinkle, clearing branches 

and vegetation that were overgrowing the tracks, undertaking the trapping run on the island 

while Hayley was away and helping to remove lots of the previously pulled Montbretia. 



 
- The Conservation Biology class from NorthTec came over to the island for their annual 

fieldtrip to monitor the kiwi here. After doing some voluntary work weeding a patch of 

periwinkle at Gerry’s Folly the group went about the island with radio transmitters to learn 

how to get a general location of where kiwi with the chick timers were.  

 
- Sam, a student from Vancouver Island, spent a week helping out on the island to get a bit 

of work experience. With his help we were able to spray the grass on the baitstations for the 

mouse bust; he also worked on clearing vegetation around the predator traps and assisted 

me with a variety of pest plant control work.  

 
- Jo has been spending a bit more time getting trained up on how to run things on the island. 

Recently we have been going over how to use the equipment such as the tractor, Polaris and 

some of the smaller machinery while she was also getting experience handling the boats. 

Hayley has also been doing a great job going around the traps with Jo to show her where 

the traps are and how to properly and safely set them. 

 
- The folks over at Rouse motorcycles were over this month to do their annual service on the 

Polaris and it was lucky they came over when they did as after checking the brakes it was 

realised that part of the braking system had become very deteriorated due to rust and was 

almost at the point of rusting right through. The Polaris had a new set of brakes installed 

and is back to its tip top self.  

Flora and Fauna 

- The trapping rates have been relatively low with no new catches on the island and a couple 

of mice/rats being caught in the buffer zone traps. 

 
- The grey faced petrel chick at the petrel site is beginning to grow rapidly and has now turned 

into, what resembles, a giant ball of fluff with a beak. Based on the footage from the trail 

cam outside its burrow, its parents have been doing a great job coming back every couple 

of days to feed the chick. 

 
- I’ve been able to progress slowly with my pest plant grid search covering most of the bush 

in the north face of the island which mainly had just a few juvenile Taiwanese cherry trees, 

Chinese fan palms and phoenix palms slowly growing away underneath what appeared to be 

roosting trees that many of the introduced birds use when they return to the island for the 

night. I also started grid searching through the scrub near the North East Quarries which had 

plenty of Chinese privet and tree privet and woolly nightshade growing underneath the native 

trees and small patches of blackberry beginning to take off.  

 
- Over the past couple of months, I’ve occasionally been checking on the Judas plants, which 

we suspect may be Mediterranean hackberry, to see if they are producing flowers or berries 

but it appears that none of the plants have been. It would be a good idea for either Jo or 

members of the committee to keep an eye them. 

  



 

Sheep at the ruins 

Other Events 

- With the help of Mark, we have started adding a proper staircase to the back deck of the 

Ranger cabin. At this point the frames have been concreted into place with the rest of the 

framing and boards to be installed. We will also look at fixing the staircase leading up to the 

volunteer cabin which is in desperate need of support framing.  

 
- The boardwalk/bridge near the Edge house ruins has finally been fixed. After 

adding some extra beams to the side to extend the bridge and fixing some 

more wooden planks on top, the walkway is now more secure than before. 

Some wire mesh was also installed on the planks to prevent people from 

slipping on the wood. The track has now been officially reopened.  

Upcoming Events 

- The next volunteer Wednesday will be on 4 November, meeting at the Onerahi Jetty at 9am 

and returning by 2pm.  

As this will be my last Ranger Report, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has been 
involved with the island, whether through volunteering, on the committee or as a contractor. It has 
been a pleasure to work with you all and has been an honour for me to have had the chance to 
work on this unique island. I truly appreciate everything you have all done here.  

All the best 

Darren 
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